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My name is Ana and I’'m eleven years old. | go

to school at Lake Anne Elementary. You might
not guess it by looking at me now, but when |
was in second grade, my dad left and my family
changed. My mother, my sister, and | had
nowhere to live -~ we became homeless.
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In third grade, we moved around a lot. We
stayed with friends and relatives, or sometimes
in hotels. | lived in two different states and
went to three elementary schools in one year.

| felt like we were bouncing from place to place,

trying to find somewhere we could stay.



Moving around was so hard, | didn’t have time

to do all my schoolwork and to make new
friends. | was busy helping my mom and | was
never sure where we would sleep at night.



At school, | acted really tough so that | would

never have to show the real me. | bullied

younger kids to make myself feel better. It

never worked.






